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fickle, swung hither and thither with the emotion of the
moment. A war popular to-day may not be so to-morrow.
The people always support a war at the time. Through the
ages the throb of the war-drum lias always been alluring and
compelling. He had said :
* At that outset of war It is roses, roses all the way. It
has ever been so, and it is so now. The youths in the
street are gay. Ministers are cheered. TIio.se who stand
for peace are hooted. A thoughtless buoyancy is like a
spring-time in the hearts of the street crowds. All this
will change. The wind and the rain will come, ancl^ the
gay spring flowers will be broken and bedraggled/
MacDonalcl knew that, a few hours before, a great mass
demonstration in Trafalgar Square hud called for Peace, and
he had also just seen the excited crowd massing in Whitehall
as he passed through and crying in the street for war. The
crowd is always unstable. If he followed the crowd now and
popular opinion afterwards changed, where would he be ? A
wrong estimate might cost him his seat at Leicester, No, he
must leave a way out. His support must not he too definite. On
the other hand, he recalled the resolution of the Labour Party
calling for non-intervention, He was Chairman of the Labour
Party. If he were to interpret their view accurately, he must
go wholeheartedly for peace and for Britain remaining neutral,
In this he knew that probably the majority of the Liberals
would support him. If he did anything else he would
undoubtedly lose his leadership of the Labour Party. This
morbid foreboding was busy again. If he made a definite
stand against war, he would have the Tories against him to a
man, and also the most influential Liberals in the Cabinet,
led by Asquith and Grey, That is to say, to advocate neutrality
would bring the most formidable elements in Parliament
united against him ; and he saw that, for the time being at
any rate, they would swing the mob. They would be the
more powerful and popular side* This determined his conduct,
as it determined his action in every crisis in his life. He saw
that the balance was in favour of supporting the War, Yet
as he visualized Grey making his speech in the House next
day, another element emerged, He had always had a strong
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